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Cover Story
In this month’s Foundation Review, Wolfgang
Fecke and co-authors discuss small-molecule
screening strategies for Huntington’s disease.
Huntington’s disease is a genetic neurological
disorder caused by a mutation in the 
huntingtin gene. The mutant huntingtin 
protein mediates neuronal decay, which in
turn leads to involuntary body movements
and dementia. At present, only symptomatic
treatments are available for the disease and
addressing neurodegeneration is hampered
by the small number of validated drug 
targets. The authors describe alternative drug
discovery approaches, such as attempts to
target the mutant protein and recently
developed assays that were used to find
small molecules able to reverse some of the
pathogenic mechanisms of Huntington’s 
disease.
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